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NOTICE OF RULE MAKING PROCEEDINGS AND PUBLIC HEARING

NORTH CAROLINA BUILDING CODE COUNCIL

Notice of Rule-making Proceedings is hereby given by NC Building Code Council in accordance with
G.S. 150B-21.5(d).

Citation to Existing Rule Affected by this Rule-Making: North Carolina Building, Electrical, Existing

Building, Fire, FFuel Gas, Mechanical and Residential Code amendments.

Authority for Rule-making: G.S. /43-136; 143-138.

Reason for Proposed Action: 7o incorporate changes in the NC State Building Codes as a result of
rulemaking petitions filed with the NC Building Code Council and to incorporate changes proposed by the

Council.

Public Hearing: Tuesday. September 11, 2018, 9:004M, Albemarle Building, 325 North Salisbury Street,
Raleigh, NC 27603, 2" Floor Training Room 240. Comments on both the proposed rule and any fiscal

impact will be accepled.

Comment Procedures: Iritten comments may be sent to Barry Gupton, Secretary, NC Building Code
Council, NC Department of Insurance, 1202 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1202. Comments on
both the proposed rule and any fiscal impact will be accepted. Comment period expires on October 15,
2018.

Statement of Subject Matter:

1. Request by William T. Noland P.E. representing Noland Construction Consulting, PLLC — Agent
for Onslow County to amend the 2018 NC Building Code, Section 1704 Special Inspections as
follows:

1705.4 Masonry construction.

Exception: Special inspections and tests shall not be required for:
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4. Non-load bearing masonry partition walls and screens as determined and designated as such by the
registered design professional in or added to the construction documents.

Motion/Second/Approved — The request was granted. The proposed effective date of this rule is March 1,
2019 (carlicst through RRC), unless the BCC assigns a delayed cffective date (January 1. 2020).

Reason Given — The purpose of this amendment is to allow the engineer to designate non-load bearing
partitions that do not need special inspections.

Fiscal Statement — This rule is anticipated to provide equivalent compliance with minor decrease in cost.
This rule is not expected (o either have a substantial economic impact or increase local and slate funds. A

fiscal note has not been prepared.

2. Request by Michael Rettie representing Orange County Inspections to amend the 2018 NC
Residential Code, Section AM111.1 as follows:

AM111.2 Guard rail posts.
Guard rail posts nominal 4x4 or larger may be notched at their support up to 1% inches (3.81 cm).

Motion/Second/Approved — The request was granted. The proposed effective date of this rule is March 1.
2019 (earliest through RRC), unless the BCC assigns a delayed effective date (January 1. 2020).

Reason Given — The purpose of this amendment is to allow prescriptive notching of 4x4 posts in lieu of
performance criteria.

Fiscal Statement — This rulc is anticipated to provide cquivalent compliance with no net decreasc/increase
in cost. This rule is not expected to cither have a substantial cconomic impact or increase local and state

funds. A fiscal note has not been prepared.

3. Request by Randall Shackelford, P.E. representing Simpson Strong-Tie Co., Inc. to amend the
2018 NC Residential Code, Section AM109 as follows:

AM109.1 Deck bracing,

Decks shall be braced to provide lateral stability. Lateral stability shall be provided in accordance with one
of the methods in Sections AM109.1.1 through AM109.1.5.

AM109.1.1. Lateral bracing not required.

When the deck floor height is less than 4 feet (1219 mm) above finished grade as shown in Figure
AM109.1(1) and the deck is attached to the structure in accordance with Section AM104, lateral bracing is

334
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19
20

not required. Lateral bracing is not required for freestanding decks with a deck floor height 30 inches (762
mm) or less above finished grade.

AMT109.1.2. Knee bracing.

4x4 wood knee braces are permitted to be provided on each column in both directions for freestanding

decks or parallel to the structure at the exterior column line for attached decks per Figure AM109.1(2). The

knee braces shall attach to each post at a point not less than 1/3 of the post length from the top of the post.
and the braces shall be angled between 45 degrees (0.79 rad) and 60 degrees (1.05 rad) from the horizontal.
Knee braces shall be beked fastened to the post and the girder/double band in accordance with one 5/8-inch

H6-mm-het-dip-ealvanized-belwith-nut-and-washer-atboth-ends-of-the-brace of the methods shown in
Table AMI109.1: as-shows-inFignre AMIO9 12},

TABLE AM109.1
FASTENING OF BRACE TO POST AND GIRDER/BAND (CHOOSE ONE)

Fastener Installation Minimum Distances
One 5/8” diameter hot dipped galvanized through Perpendicular to | 2-3/16” end distance
bolt with nut and washer post or
girder/band
Two hot dipped galvanized (ASTM A153. Class C. | Perpendicularto | 17 edge distance. 1-1/2”
minimum) screws having minimum diameter of post or horizontal spacing. minimum 3
0.270” and long enough to achieve 3" penetration girder/band end distance
into the post or girder/band.

AM109.1.3. Post embedment.
For free standing decks without knee braces or diagonal bracing, lateral stability is permitted to be provided
by embedding the post in accordance with Figure AM109.1(3) and Table AM109.42.

TABLE AM109.42
POST EMBEDMENT FOR FREE STANDING DECKS
MAXIMUM
MAXIMUM EMPEDMENT | CONCRETE
POST SIZE TRIBUTARY
POST HEIGHT | DEPTH DIAMETER
AREA
47 x 4" 48 SF 4’0" 2°-6" 1’0"
67 x6" 120 SF 6’0" 367 1°-8”

AM109.1.4. Cross bracing,
2x6 diagonal vertical cross bracing is permitted to be provided in two perpendicular directions for free

standing decks or parallel to the structure at the exterior column line for attached decks. The 2x6 bracing

334
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WO

n

shall be attached to the posts with one 5/8 inch (16 mm) hot dip galvanized bolt with nut and washer at

cach end of each bracing member per Figure AM109.1(4).

AM109.1.5. Piles in coastal regions.

For cmbedment of piles in coastal regions, sec Chapter 46

Less than 4’ (decking to grade) and
attached to structure no bracing required

For Sl: 1 inch = 25.4, 1 foot = 304.8 mm

FIGURE AM109.1(1)
NO LATERAL BRACING
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http://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-permits/wastewater-branch/npdes-wastewater/public-notices
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